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INTRODUCTION1

By night a “believing unbeliever” came to Jesus. He was a ruler of
the Jews, a member of the Sanhedrin, and a wealthy Pharisee. He was
a “believing unbeliever” because he was among those who “believed
in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did” (Jn. 2:23), but
he was an unbeliever because he did not come to Jesus in obedience.
Nicodemus was this “believing unbeliever’s” name. He came to Jesus
and stated: “Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for
no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him”
(Jn. 3:2).

Following this statement, Jesus gave a beautiful discourse on the
necessity of the new birth (vv. 3-13), and God’s purpose in sending His
Son into the world (vv. 14-21). Any interpretation of this text must be
understood in this light. This discourse served a threefold purpose.

First, like many of those who saw the miracles of Jesus and
believed in His name, Nicodemus found it difficult to become a disciple
of the Lord. There may have been any number of reasons for this
difficulty. It may have been a misunderstanding of the commandments
of Christ. Obviously, Jesus’ teaching was difficult for Nicodemus.
During this discourse, twice he asked, “How?”—“How can a man be
born when he is old?” (v. 4), and “How can these things be?” (v. 9).
Because of Jesus’ response, Nicodemus should have understood.
However, it is always difficult for a materialistically-minded person to
understand spiritual concepts. Also, it may have been fear of his fellow
Jews. Later, because the Jews sought to kill Jesus, many would not
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speak of Him openly “for fear of the Jews” (Jn. 7:13). Nicodemus may
have been of this same mind-set. He may have not been in fear of his
life, but it is likely he may have been in fear for his status among the
Jews, his rank among the Jewish leadership, or for his wealth. Addi-
tionally, it is obvious that many of the things Jesus taught were difficult
to accept even by His own followers. During His discourse on marriage
and divorce, Jesus said: “All men cannot receive this saying” (Mt.
19:11). In John 6, Jesus taught that He descended from the Father and
would ascend up to Him. Because of this difficult teaching, “many of
his disciples went back, and walked no more with him” (Jn. 6:66).
Nicodemus may have been much like them.

A second purpose of Jesus’ discourse with Nicodemus was to
relieve some possible prejudices the Jews had toward the Gentile
world. Jesus’ reference to that “which is born of the flesh is flesh” (Jn.
3:6) concerned fleshly birth into Judaism. However, Nicodemus needed
to be born of the Spirit in order to become Jesus’ disciple. This purpose
can also be easily seen in the second part of His discourse. Jesus said:
“For God so loved the world” (Jn. 3:16). God’s love extended far
beyond the Jewish world. Many of the Jews in that day thought the
Messiah would come to save them from the Gentile nations. They saw
the Messiah as a military leader who would bring condemnation upon
the Greek world. However, “God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved”
(Jn. 3:17).

A third purpose of this discourse was to encourage obedience. For
this reason, Jesus contrasted fleshly birth and spiritual birth (v. 6), the
reward of belief and the reward of unbelief (vv. 15-16), and those who
“doeth evil” and those who “doeth truth” (vv. 20-21). Like all men
everywhere, Nicodemus needed to be encouraged to do truth.

Have you ever considered which passage of the Bible is the most
memorized? According to some, John 3:16 is second to only to Psalm
23. Speaking to Nicodemus, Jesus said: “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” God is characterized by
love, which is expressed by words and by actions. It is expressed in the
words of the Scriptures, and it is expressed in the action of the giving
of His Son. Who or what is the world which God loves? The world is
the whole-world of humanity. It is not just the Jewish world, nor is it
the world of the elect. God desires all men to be saved. Paul expressed
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this in 1 Timothy 2:4, speaking of God: “Who will have all men to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” Peter wrote: “The
Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). Jesus “is the propitia-
tion for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world” (1 Jn. 2:2). Because of God’s love for humanity, He gave
His only begotten Son. The word “gave” emphasizes the idea of
sacrifice.2 The purpose of giving His Son is for men not to perish, but
rather to have everlasting life.

John 3:17 adds: “For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”
The word “sent” is parallel with “gave” in the previous verse. This is
the verb form of our word “apostle.” An apostle was a person sent out
on a mission. Christ’s mission into the world was not to condemn the
world but to save the world. This does not in any way take away from
the fact that He will one day judge the world, “for we shall all stand
before the judgment seat of Christ” (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10). God has
“appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness
by that man whom he hath ordained” (Acts 17:31). The judgment of
“the quick and the dead” (2 Tim. 4:1) is the ultimate consequence of the
rejection of God’s Son, but His purpose in coming to this world of woe
is man’s salvation—“that the world through him might be saved.”
“Saved” is parallel with not perish and everlasting life of verse 16.

There are several thoughts included in the term “salvation.”
Literally, the term means “deliverance or preservation.”3 In addition, it
can mean to “rescue” or bring to “safety (physical or morally).”4

Included in this term is the idea of restoration which means “back
again” or “to set in order,” and is used in Acts 3:21.5 When salvation or
deliverance is accomplished, a person is restored unto the Father.

Another term associated with salvation is “justification.” Literally,
this is “the act of pronouncing righteous, justification, acquittal.”
Further, it is “the establishment of a person as just by acquittal from
guilt.”6 When a person inherits salvation, he or she is acquitted of the
consequences of his or her sins. Among the consequences is death. Paul
wrote: “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23a). Death in this
passage is eternal separation from God. With salvation and the acquittal
of the death sentence, the Christian has “eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord” which is “the gift of God” (Rom. 6:23b).
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Also associated with salvation is the term “regeneration.” This term
is only used twice in the New Testament (Mt. 19:28; Tit. 3:5). In Titus
3:5. Paul wrote: “Not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” Regeneration is the state or act of
rebirth or spiritual renovation.7 Literally, it comes from two words,
“again” and “genesis,” and means again beginning or again birth.8 The
“washing of regeneration” is the new birth which is baptism for the
remission of sins. In Jesus’ discourse with Nicodemus, Jesus explained
the new birth of water and Spirit without which a person cannot see the
kingdom of God (Jn. 3:3-5). Baptism is the “washing of regeneration”
for it has the promise of remission of sins (Acts 2:38), it is the new
birth (Rom. 6:4), it places a person into Christ (Gal. 3:26-27), and by
it a person is added to the number of the saved, the church (Acts 2:41;
1 Cor. 12:13). Notice further in the passages just cited that the washing
of regeneration or baptism is absolutely necessary. Without it, a person
cannot be saved, and by it a person comes into contact with the
precious redemptive blood of Jesus.

In addition, the term sanctification is connected with “salvation.”
The term means holiness and is associated with such terms as “hal-
lowed,” “sanctify,” and “saint.” It refers to making a person or thing set
apart or consecrated for God which is the opposite of being common or
profane.9 When a person is saved, he or she is set apart for service unto
God (Eph. 2:10), and because of such, every Christian “should know
how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour” (1 Thess. 4:4).
In other words, Christians should strive to live in purity.

“Redemption” is the final term that we will consider in connection
with salvation. Redemption means “to redeem by paying the price.”10

A ransom is the price paid for redemption.11 To redeem means “to
buy.”12 This word was commonly used “as the purchase-money in
freeing slaves.”13 Thus, a ransom price was paid to redeem a slave from
bondage. Jesus paid the price for our redemption. He came “to give his
life a ransom for many” (Mt. 20:28). By paying the ransom price, He
released us from the bondage of sin.

Though there are many other words associated with salvation, these
will suffice for our purpose. Each of these emphasizes a certain aspect
of godly living. Also, each one should be descriptive of the lives of
Christians.
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John’s record of the discourse between Jesus and Nicodemus
continues with Jesus declaring: “He that believeth on him is not
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (Jn.
3:18). “He that believeth” literally means “he that keeps on
believing.”14 A person who keeps on believing in Jesus is not under
condemnation. Paul wrote: “There is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit” (Rom. 8:1). Rather than condemnation, those who keep on
believing, and are in Christ, have salvation. As in John 3:16, “belief”
is not used in a narrow sense of mental assent or knowledge of facts.
Such belief is condemned as the belief of devils. James wrote: “Thou
believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe,
and tremble” (Jas. 2:19). The devils have mental assent and knowledge
of facts. They understand Who the Godhead is, and they understand
God’s will, but their belief does not lead them to act upon their faith.
They have a dead faith because it is without works of obedience (Jas.
2:20).

The type of faith Jesus called upon Nicodemus and all men to have
is an obedient belief—a faith that leads men to obey God in all things.
This is a living faith. It is the faith of Abraham who believed and
obeyed God by leaving his country, his kinsmen, and his father’s house
and going to a place that God would show him (Gen. 12:1). This is the
faith of David who believed God would protect him when he went
against the Philistine giant Goliath. This is the faith of Paul who
labored abundantly in unknown lands and with unknown peoples of
other nations. And, this is the faith of those men and women recorded
in the great hall of faith, Hebrews 11. In each example in this great faith
chapter, each individual believed and acted upon his or her faith. Thus,
Jesus does not call us to the mere knowledge (the belief of devils), but
calls upon us to act in faith. When this is done, we are not under
condemnation but have salvation.

In contrast to believers, the person who does not believe is
condemned already. This is not Calvinistic predestination which
teaches that God has chosen some individuals to be lost and others to
be saved. In no way is Jesus teaching that certain individuals are
predestined to condemnation. If that was the case, then it would be
contrary to other clear passages of Scripture. By inspiration of God,
Paul wrote: “Who [God] will have all men to be saved, and to come
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unto the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). If God chose certain
individuals to be lost, then how could Paul write that His will is for “all
men to be saved”? Peter, also by inspiration, wrote: “The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). Again, if God chose certain
individuals to be lost, then how could Peter write that God is “not
willing that any should perish”? If God chose even a single person to
be lost, then He does not desire all men to be saved. Such is totally
against God’s character and will.

What then is Jesus teaching? Jesus taught Nicodemus that unbelief
is already condemned. God has always condemned unbelief. He
condemned Adam and Eve when they demonstrated their unbelief by
eating the forbidden fruit. He condemned the people of Israel for their
unbelief in the wilderness between Egypt and the promised land.
Today, He condemns men for their unbelief in not following His will,
which He reveals through Jesus Christ. It is in that same sense only that
those who continue in unbelief are already condemned.

With the context briefly explained, we come to our text, John 3:19-
21, which says:

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made
manifest, that they are wrought in God.

STATEMENT OF THESIS

Like many passages recorded by various Biblical writers, Jesus
begins with a thesis and then builds upon it. The actual statement of
thesis is: “[L]ight is come into the world, and men loved darkness
rather than light.” Guy N. Woods pointed out: “The occasion of the
‘judgment’ (condemnation) of evil men was the coming of Christ to the
world to lead them from darkness to light ...”15 Please do not miss the
point, Christ’s coming did not bring condemnation. Condemnation was
already in the world before Christ came. Adam and Eve were in sin
while in the garden of Eden long before Jesus came into this world of
woe. The children of Israel were in sin during the wilderness wander-
ings and in much of their history. Remember, God punished northern
Israel for their sins by carrying them off into Assyrian captivity. Less
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than a century and a half later, He carried Judah off into Babylonian
captivity because they followed in Israel’s sins. Sin was alive and well
long before Jesus offered pardon and redemption. The very fact that
Jesus offers salvation indicates the need for the forgiveness of sins and
that condemnation was already a fact.

“Condemnation” can be translated “judgment.” A.T. Robertson
pointed out: “It is more precisely the process of judging rather than the
result of judgment.”16 By rejecting the salvation God offers through
Jesus, God brings judgment into the world. Thus, the reason why men
are punished is because men love darkness rather than light.

Light is often used to represent several ideas. In part, it is used to
represent Jesus. Jesus is the true light of the world. He said: “I am the
light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life” (Jn. 8:12). In John 1:4, John recorded: “In
him was life; and the life was the light of men.” Later, in the same
context, we are taught that John the baptizer bore witness of the Light,
Jesus, “the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the
world” (Jn. 1:8-9).

The true disciples of Christ are also represented as light. After the
Beatitudes, in His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught His disciples:
“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be
hid” (Mt. 5:14). To be sure, disciples are not the true light, but they
reflect the light of Jesus. In this sense, light represents influence. Jesus
has an obvious influence over His disciples, and the disciples should
have an influence over those of the world. Sadly, however, it is often
the other way around. The world seems to have a greater influence over
Christians than Christians have over those of the world.

In addition, light represents doctrine, teaching, or instruction. In
2 Corinthians 4:4 Paul wrote: “In whom the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them.” Again, the idea is influence. All men should be influenced by
the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for it will light their path of life
and lead men to an eternal reward.

What are some basic characteristics of light? The most basic of all
the characteristics of light is that light, lights. Think about this, what
good is light if it does not light? As Jesus said, men do not light a
candle and put it under a bushel. It is placed on a candlestick in order
for the light to give off light to all that are in the house (Mt. 5:15). The
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light that does not give light is like salt that has lost its savor. It is good
for nothing. A lightless light is like a Christian who is one in name
only. He has the appearance of being a Christian, but none of the
qualities. Such individuals are the most pathetic in all the world
because they get no pleasure in their worldliness, nor do they get any
pleasure from being in Christ. The fact of the matter is they are as
useless as lightless lights to the Lord’s cause.

Another characteristic of light is it is self-evident and obvious.
Again, Jesus taught: “A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid” (Mt.
5:14). True Christianity cannot be hidden. However, it ought to be
obvious to all that some Christians try to hide the obvious. If light does
not shine, it is not doing what it was meant to do. As much as some
Christians try, light cannot shine in certain places and while doing
certain activities. A Christian’s light cannot shine in the liquor store
while he is buying liquor. It cannot shine in the gambling casinos while
a Christian is playing the games. It cannot shine in our neighborhoods
while Christians are fussing with each other, with neighbors, with the
little league coach, or with business men. It cannot shine while
Christians are wearing immodest apparel. The bottom line is this: A
Christian is not a shining light while he is doing any evil deed.

Light illuminates and banishes darkness. When we walk into a dark
room and turn on the light, darkness is banished. Often times the light
brings a feeling of security and comfort. Paul wrote: “But all things that
are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make
manifest is light” (Eph. 5:13). Because light illuminates and banishes
darkness, it reveals what was once hidden. Yea, even the things that do
not want to be revealed. This was Jesus’ point in the Parable of the Lost
Coin. Jesus taught:

Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one
piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek
diligently till she find it? And when she hath found it, she calleth
her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with
me; for I have found the piece which I had lost (Lk. 15:8-9).

Because of her desire to find her lost coin, this woman searched
diligently with light which expelled the darkness. Christianity makes
a difference. It banishes the darkness of sin, superstitions, and igno-
rance. Truth drives out falsehoods.

Light burns sacrificially. Three things were needed to make a lamp
in the first century: a vessel, a wick, and oil. Take away any one of
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these, and a person could not have a lighted lamp. None of these three
items were expendable. However, two of the three are self-sacrificing.
The wick and oil burns away as the lamp gives off its light. Similarly,
saints must give of themselves in order for their light to properly burn.
There is no place within the church for a selfish, self-absorbed, or self-
reliant disciple who will not let his light burn because he is afraid of
wearing out his lamp, burning up his wick, and using up his oil.

Light guides and warns of dangers. The pillar of fire over the
tabernacle guided the nation of Israel through the wilderness (Ex.
13:21). The star over Bethlehem guided the wise men from the east to
the Christ Child (Mt. 2:9). In much the same way, Christ, the Gospel,
and Christians guide men to righteousness and to God, the Father. Also,
all three warn of various perils along the way, such as false teachers,
false doctrine, and the danger of being lost.

The next statement in our text is “... men loved darkness rather than
light.” One of the most obvious assessments that can be made from this
text is that light and darkness stand in absolute contrast with each other.
If there is light, then darkness is dispelled, but if there is darkness, then
light is diminished. Just as light represents Christ, the Gospel, and
Christians, darkness must represent something. What does darkness
represent?

Since light and darkness are contrasted, and light in part represents
Christ, then darkness must be the opposite of Christ. Darkness cannot
be any type of reflection upon Deity. John wrote: “This then is the
message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God
is light, and in him is no darkness at all” (1 Jn. 1:5). The essence of this
verse is that God is only light, and that there is absolutely no darkness
at all in Him. So, darkness is at enmity with God. It is all that is
opposed to the Divine Nature. Satan and his forces would most
certainly fit into this category. Within the context of the preparations
a soldier of Christ must make in order to face his enemies, Paul wrote:
“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places” (Eph. 6:12). Who are “the rulers
of the darkness of this world”? Though commentators are not agreed,
it must, at the very least, include Satan and his evil forces. They are
darkness, and they lead men to and in darkness.

Since darkness stands in opposition to God, then the false gods of
idolatry and heathenism must be represented by darkness. The person
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who follows an idol god is in darkness. To think that a carved image of
wood, or that a molded image of silver or gold is a god shows igno-
rance and is in no way rational. To follow such, a person would have
to be blinded to reality. Yet, idolatry was practiced in the past and
continues to be practiced today. Some may respond and say: “Yes, but
it takes place in some far away place.” Does it? I think not. Paul wrote,
“... and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5). Modern-day man
may be more sophisticated than to have carved images, but the idol
which is the “almighty dollar” is worshiped and served by myriads of
men today.

Anything that is worshiped or prioritized above God is darkness.
In many circles, it is acceptable to speak of the idolatry of covetous-
ness, but a person dare not speak of their favorite sport, hunting or
fishing, TV or movies, and the such like—hobbies and the pass-time
thrills of people today. However, the fact remains, if what you do for
entertainment takes precedence over God, then it is darkness.

Just as light represents the Divine instructions of the Gospel,
darkness represents ignorance, error, and superstitions. Darkness is the
opposite of truth. When men “heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:3-4), they love darkness more
than light. When men love error more than truth, they love darkness
more than light. When men love the commandments of men and lay
aside the commandments of God, they love darkness more than light.

Just as light represents the true disciples of Jesus, darkness
represents those who will not follow God. Christians have been
“delivered ... from the power of darkness,” and “translated ... into the
kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13). Though Christians walked in
darkness when they were of the world, they no longer walk in such a
way. To the Corinthian Christians, Paul wrote:

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom
of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such
were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit
of our God (1 Cor. 6:9-11).
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Notice the contrast between what they were and what they are. They
walked in the course of this world, but now they are walking in
sanctification and justification. Thus, walking in darkness is to walk in
sin, wickedness, and error.

REASON FOR THESIS

In the discourse between Jesus and Nicodemus (Jn. 3:19-21), Jesus
gave a reason for the statement of thesis. He said: “[B]ecause their
deeds were evil.” As needed and lovely as light is, men love darkness.
Why? Jesus said: “[B]ecause their deeds were evil.” As wonderful and
beautiful as light is, why would anyone want to walk in darkness?
“[B]ecause their deeds were evil.”

When light comes, it exposes what was in darkness. Imagine
yourself walking into a dark room for the first time, a room you have
never entered before. Since it is dark, you do not know who or what is
there. You do not know what is about to happen. Whatever is there,
whether good or bad, is exposed when light enters the room. In
thinking about this, a person would think that since light exposes
whatever is there, it would be good even if evil was exposed. If, when
the light comes on, and evil is exposed, then we can protect ourselves
from the evil, or maybe even fight off the evil. But not so! Why?
“[B]ecause their deeds were evil.” Those in sin do not like to be
exposed, and therefore they avoid light.

Why do men not want their evil actions exposed? Probably one of
the primary reasons is because of pride. Most of us do not want to be
wrong, and pride keeps us from admitting when we are wrong. As sad
as it may seem, many people would rather live in sin than to admit that
they are wrong. How often have you been in a discussion and heard
someone defending their sin, wickedness, or error against an obvious
truth. Have you heard someone defend their “belief only” doctrine
when the Bible is so clear on the matter? James wrote: “Ye see then
how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only” (Jas. 2:24).
Or, what about the “once saved, always saved” doctrine when Paul
plainly warned: “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of
you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4)? How
much clearer could these passages be? Yet, numerous individuals will
not give up the errors of “salvation by faith only” and “once saved,
always saved.” Why? Pride must be at least one factor.
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Another reason why men do not want their evil actions exposed is
because it brings consequences to their actions. The speeder does not
want to get caught because of the fine. The murderer does not want to
be apprehended because of the prison sentence. The liar does not want
to be exposed because of the disgrace. For such reasons as these, the
consequences of a person’s wrong doing are often a deterrent to his
wanting his evil exposed. As all of us know, if people will think before
acting, they will save themselves from all kinds of heartache and pain.
In Ephesians 5:11, Paul wrote: “And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” Reproof is one
consequence of walking in darkness. Most of us do not want to be
reproved. Therefore, we do not want our evil actions exposed.

An additional reason why men do not want their evil actions
exposed is because it demands change. Change is most difficult for
most of us, but we realize its necessity. Rather than repenting, many
people would rather continue in sin. Rather than making necessary
reformation of character, many people would rather maintain their own
flawed traits. Rather than moral transformation, many people would
rather proceed downward in their degradation. Change takes effort and
is difficult, but it is also necessary for growth.

What are some examples of areas in which men do not want their
deeds exposed? Probably one of the most prominent is in the area of
science. Today’s science is mostly propagated and taught by atheists
and evolutionists. However, creation demands a Creator. The psalmist
declared: “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
sheweth his handywork” (Ps. 19:1). Contrary to the concept that design
demands a designer, many scientists today want to deny the existence
of God. Probably, one of the most fundamental reasons why they want
to do so is because they do not want to be accountable to God.
Nonetheless, many of them will get extremely upset when their
evolutionary and atheistic ways are exposed.

Another prominent area that may be a little closer to home, as far
as the Lord’s church is concerned, is the subject of marriage, divorce,
and remarriage. Jesus was very clear on the topic. He said: “I say unto
you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication,
and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her
which is put away doth commit adultery” (Mt. 19:9). Though Jesus’
teaching is plenary and precise, many Christians hold views which
conflict and/or contradict His doctrine. Usually the reason they hold to
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such views is because one of their loved ones, a friend, or they
themselves are in an adulterous relationship—“because their deeds
were evil.”

Maybe even still closer to home are the various denominational
doctrines that members of the Lord’s church compromise on because
of loved ones and/or friends who are (or were) members of a particular
denominational group. Sadly, these may even compromise when it
comes to fundamental doctrines having to do with how one is saved.
Speaking to many of them, you would go away thinking they have
never read their Bibles and/or that they were never really converted.
Why have they gone astray? Why have they denied such fundamental
teaching? “Because their deeds were evil.”

EXPOSITION OF THESIS

In John 3:20-21, Jesus gave Nicodemus an exposition of His thesis.
He said: “For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh
to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth
cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God.” In these verses, Jesus expounds upon His statement
of thesis and His reason for His thesis. To be exact, John 3:20-21
present a classic example of antithetic parallelism. This “is that in
which lines and sentences are made to oppose each other.”17 In our text,
verse 20 is the opposite of verse 21, yet the two verses are parallel in
thought. Also, in these two verses there are four antithetic parallel
thoughts. Consider each of them.

“For every one that doeth evil” is parallel with, but opposite to,
“But he that doeth truth.” Though not apparent in the English, the
Greek words translated “doeth” in each phrase are not the same. In the
first statement, Greek words translated “doeth” means “commit” or
“practice.” It means to “perform repeatedly or habitually.”18 In the
second statement, Greek words translated “doeth” means to make or to
abide.19 “[E]very one that doeth evil” is the person who walks in
darkness and does not want the light to interfere with him.20 “[H]e that
doeth truth” is the person who abides in truth by obedience to it.

Notice the result of doing evil and doing good are also antithetic
parallelism. “[H]ateth the light” is the antithesis of “cometh to the
light.” The evil doer hates exposure to light because of the reasons
mentioned earlier. However the truth doer is not burdened when his
deeds are exposed. In fact, he desires his light to “shine before men,”
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not to glory in himself or to bring glory to himself, but that others may
see his good works, and glorify the Father which is in heaven (Mt.
5:16).

Additional results of practicing evil and abiding in truth are:
“neither cometh to the light” and “that his deeds may be made mani-
fest,” respectively. Because of the evil doer’s deeds, he does not
choose, he even rejects, the light of the Gospel. Evil doers prefer error
over truth. In contrast to that, the truth doer’s deeds are “made mani-
fest,” that is, they are made known or “made clear or plain.”21 Again,
those who abide in truth want their deeds known, not to bring upon
themselves any type of self-recognition, but to glorify God (Mt. 5:16).

The antithesis of the last statement, “lest his deeds should be
reproved,” is “that they are wrought in God.” The reason for the
rejection of light by the person who practices evil is that he does not
want his deeds to be reproved. “Reprove” signifies to convict or
refute.22 “In earlier classical Greek it signifies to disgrace or put to
shame.”23 The light of the Gospel convicts the evil doer of sin (and the
consequence of his sin), and for this reason, he hates the light and does
not want to come to the light. But, those who do truth “have no fear of
the light because they know that the light will reflect the true character
of their conduct and this they are not afraid for anybody to see.”24

“[W]rought in God” means “done in God” (NKJV) or worked in God.
In other words, they are done in accordance with the will of God and
are God approved.

CONCLUSION

Within the conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said:
“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way,
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it” (Mt. 7:13-14). Applying that point to
what Jesus did with Nicodemus, Jesus gave Nicodemus the choice
between the two roads one may travel in life—the way of the wicked
and the way of truth. Today, we are given the same choices. Jesus has
revealed the consequences of each. Now it is up to us to decide. We do
not know which way Nicodemus chose. We hope he chose the right
path, but whether he did or not, we are confident he knew and now
knows the right way. The question is no longer for him. It is now for
our consideration. Which way will you choose?
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